
Getting Started…

• We’re very excited that you have chosen to 

seek certification in English for Speakers of 

Other Languages

• In an effort to be considerate of your 
valuable time AND the required         
training elements for certification,          
this Independent Study course has been  
developed just for YOU! 



Materials for ESOL IS

• The first thing you’ll need is the packet for 

ESOL

• To find it, head to the BCLC website at 
www.bcliteracy.org

• Toward the right you’ll see “Resources”

• Drop down to “Volunteer Resources”

• You’ll see “ESOL Resources” to the left

• Open “ESOL IS Packet”



Materials for ESOL IS

• Take a look through it. Some of the pages 

require directions which you’ll see on     

later slides

• You will also need to stop by the Council    

(if you have not already) and purchase a 

copy of the text: “Teaching Adults: An ESL 

Resource Book”. The cost is $20



• Minute and minute shouldn't be 

spelled the same

• I'm not content with this content

• I object to that object

• I need to read what I just read

• Excuse me but there is no excuse 

for this

• Someone should wind this slide up 

and throw it to the wind



Teaching Adults ESL
• Each adult learner is a unique individual

• Instruction must be useful and relevant

• Tutoring is effective

• Errors are a natural part of the  
language learning process

• Culture learning is an important         
part of language learning

• Different needs require different 
solutions



Getting Acquainted

• Page 2 of the Packet has an example 

of a “Getting Acquainted” activity.   

Your students fill in the information 

written on the different parts of their 

own blank T-shirt. A blank copy is 

available in the ESOL O.I.L.’s packet.

• Feel free to adjust the five different 

prompts to suit your needs



NAME 
Hometown

DRAW one thing 
you LOVE to do



Getting to Know Your Text

• Page 3 of the packet is self-

explanatory

• It is a good use of time to skim 

your book before diving right in

• We have chosen prompts that 

highlight some key aspects of   

your book…





Learner Profiles

• Pages 4 and 5 have profiles of four 

different, fictitious ESOL learners

• Read through them and think about 

how you might answer this question:

• “How might I begin the process of 

helping each of these students learn 

the English language?”



P.O.I’s (Pages of Interest)

• In addition to the “Getting to Know 

Your Text” activity, we have selected    

pages from the ”Teaching Adults” text 

that are important for you to see

• They’ll appear on various slides as  

you engage in your studying…

POI’s: 9-12 



If a man be gracious and 

courteous to strangers, it shows 

he is a citizen of the world, 

and that his heart is no island  

cut off from other lands,                 

but a continent that joins them.

Sir Francis Bacon



Definition of Culture
• Culture represents the ways and 

means by which human beings 
deal with universal human 
situations and problems using a 
variety of culture-specific patterns 
related to values, beliefs, and 
behaviors in a given social group
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Culture

Universal Elements
• Language

• Housing

• Work

• Clothing

• Food

• Family

• Marriage

• Child rearing

• Education

• Values

• Beliefs

• Laws

• Religion 

• Social relations

• Entertainment

• Art
POI’s: 23-27 



Respect for Learners
• Feel listened to

• Have input

• Feel comfortable and safe

Relevance of Subject Matter
• Useful for learners’ lives

• Has immediate application



So, what do we REALLY mean?

• Think for a moment about each of 

these statements:

1. “Let’s have lunch sometime.”

2. “Please stop by anytime.”

3. “Make yourself right at home.”

4. “Stick a fork in me; I’m done.”





Lesson Planning Ideas

• Page 6 of your packet has a nice 
collection of things to think about as 
you begin preparing lessons

• You have probably already gotten a 
good handle on this if you’ve been 
working with a student

• See Pages 163-171 in your TA text 
or more information



• Give your brain a chance to 
move ALL this stuff in which you 
have been working to long-term 
memory

• Respond to these two prompts:

• “When I tutor, I will work very 
hard  to ________”

• “When I tutor, I will try to avoid 
______________”

POI’s: 40-45; 73-82; 89-96; 

106-112; 143-157 



O.I.L.ing up your learning

• Head back to the website: 
www.bcliteracy.org

• Toward the right you’ll see “Resources”

• Drop down to “Volunteer Resources”

• You’ll see “ESOL Resources”              

to the left

• Find the “ESOL IS O.I.L. Packet”



O.I.L.ing up your learning

• Spend some time looking 
through the pages in the 
O.I.L.

• Some you will love, a few 

you will like and yes, some 

pages that just won’t work…





Tutor Talks
• Just as with ABL, Sue has 

scheduled a few informal 
gatherings and last a            
couple of hours

• We ask that you contact            
the Council for dates and times           
and attend at least one (1)

• Feel free to come to more!




